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ST. 2a0L'S FPISCOPAL CHURCH
Southeast corner oL Fourth avenus and Mapls Street,
Nicbrara, EKnox Countv, Nebraska.

USGS Nicorara Quadrangle dniversal Transverse Mercator
Coordinates: L14.379670.4733650.

Present Qwner: United States of America {U.S. Army Coros of Tgineers,

Present Use:

Cmana Districh).

Vacant, scheduled to be moved to the Santee Indian
Regservation, 7 miles northeast of Nicbrara. Moved oo
Santee Indian Reserwvation in 1977).

Significance: The Fpiscopal Church was the third church constructed in

Niobrara and the last for a good number of years. The
church is significant as an example of rural
ecclesiastical architecture with Gothic Revival elements.

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History:

1.

Date of erection: According to Niobrara Pioneer, the
excavation of the church was begun on July 12, 1895. The
foundation was laid the next day. On October 1, 1895, upon
completion of its construction, the church was formally
consecrated by the Bishop of Nebraska.

Architect: The church was possibly designed by Reuben Cash.

Original and subsequent owners: On June 29, 1895, the
property on which the church now stands was sold to Mary G.
Perry oy William and Jenny Cross for 3100. Mrs. Perry was
the treasurer of St. Paul's at this time. Later in the vear,
after construction began, title was iransterred cver into the
church name oy Mrs. Perry. The property was held oy the
church until 1974 when it was sold to the U.S5. Army Corps of
Engineers.

The original and subsequent owners of lot 16, block 3 of
Graves Addition to West Niobrara, from rche deed records held
at the Register of Deads, Knox County Courthouss in Center,
Knox County, Nebraska, are as follows:
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Jeed July 15, 1881, ra=corded August 3, 1381, 3cok
D, page 343, Geordge Graves and wife to Mortimer
Zoxington. For numerous vropertisg in West
Nigbrara including lot 16 for $56.30.

Deed August 4, 1881, rscorded August 5, 1881,
Zook D, page 346, Mortimer Boxington to William
Zross. Tor consideration 9f 350 which included
let 16

Deed Auqust 17, 1881, recorded September 23,
1881, Book D, page 405, George Graves zo Brassler
and Patterson. For numerous propertias including
lot 16 for $110

Quit Claim Deed April 24, 1882, recorded May 4,
1832, Book I, page 509, Bressler and Patterson to
George Graves. For consideration of $25

Mortgage November 24, 1890, recorded November 26,
1890, Book Q, page 184, William Cross to Esther
A. Harden. For consideration of $350, plus 10%
interest due November 15, 1891 (Release July, 8,
1885, recorded in Book Y, page 594)

Deed March 28, 1892, recorded March 4, 1892, Book
P, page 38, William Cross to Jenny Cross, wife.
For consideration of $1.00

Deed June 29, 1895, recorded July 5, 1835, Book
T, page 73, William and Jenny Cross to Mary G.
Perry. For consideration of 3100

Deed October 5, 1895, recorded October 5, 1895,
ook T, page 108, Mary G. Perry Lo Protestant
Episcopal Church

Deed May 28, 1974, racorded June 27, 1974, Book
95, page 653, Diccese of Nebraska to U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers. For consideration of $13,000

Builder, contractor, supplizrs: Reuben Cash and his son were
the contractors of the church.

Original plan and construction: The Episcopal Corgragation,
having been organized for over five years, decided to build
their own church in 1895, The July l12th, 1895 Nicbrara

Pioneer described the structure and its setting as follows:
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"The building will be a cottage gothic structure 24
x 48' and vestry 18' x 227 with 9 foot posts -~ it
will have 2 belfry, windows of stained gjlass, a
memorial window, a furnace, and in =very way will be
handsomely and comfortably furnished. It is located
on the corner of the Cross House opposite the
residence of Honcrable 3. E. Bonesteel and sisters,
one of the prettiest sites in town."

An 0ld record hock for St. Paul's Church provides us with
further information on the appearence of his building at the
time of 1ts construction.

"The Church has a seated capacity of about 150, with
a convenient guild room attached to the rear. This
room being of sufficient size, amply provided with
chairs, and naving an organ included for its own use,
will furnish an admirable place for Sunday School,
lenten, and other services, as occasion may

require . . "

" . . . The little round window of excellent design
in the west end of the church is the result of
postage stamps gathered carefully from different
sources oy a few of the ladies of the mission. This
window will ever be a monument of what may be
accamplished by patient painstaking . . .

The church cost more than $2,000 to build.

Alrerations and additions: Numerous physical =svidences
suggested that an addition was made to the vestry of the
chuxch: varying foundation, a change in floor joists, a seam
in flcorboards, a break in cornicez line, ard a sawtooth
2ffect in the wood ceiling cover. This speculation was
confirmed oy the dimensions reported in the Niobrara Pioneer
article dated July 12, 1895 for the vestry area, and furtner
confirmed by a notation signed oy Fannie A. Bonesteel and
found recorded in the Record Book for St. Paul's Church
reading as follows:

"Improvements on St. Paul's Church, MNiobrara,
Nebraska, during the vear 1904. Addition to Guild
Room l4' x 16', making the room 36' x 17', ouilt by
Mrs. Perry and costing $280.00."

Many of the stained glass windows nave been removed as a

result of vandalism. Those portions remaining, however, are
thought to be original. Records reflsct that the Hauser Art
Glass Studios in Winowa, Minnesota, did work on the windows
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in the early 1960s. The studio has record of 2 5585.00
contract out o record of actual work done. A company
representative Ifeeis it was most likely repair work since no
record was retained and the bDiil was relatively small.

An o0ld view of the church shows the use of contrasting paints
on the exterior. Tis common Victorian detail has hHesn
eliminatad {this view aprears in the origirnal 1956 Niobrara
Centennial -— which is not. presently available).

Mr. Clyde Conklin ramembers large furnace barrels In the rear
of the church and cthe neacing systam moved to zne nakf
basement between the vears 1910 - 1813, Mr. Conklin also
feels that most of the interior woodworking was a later
addition.

Mrs. Jean Koster, of Norfolk, Nebraska reported that a white
picket fence once enclosed the back yard of the church, and
Faster egg hunts, among other activities, were held there.

Historical Events and Persons Connected with the Structure:

St. Paul's Episcopal gquild had its first meeting on January 17,
1888, Church services for members were held in the First
Presbvterian Church in Niobrara. In 1895, money was pledged and
under the guidance of Reverend W. H., Sparling, it was decided by
the congregation to ouild their own church.

Since 1888 the church was blessed with a strong congregation
until the 1960s - 1870s when the memberships dwindled.
Eventually it was taken over by the Indian community in 1877.

Sources of Information:

1. 314 views:
Niobrara Public Liorary Board. Niobrara Centennial,
1856-~1956, Niobrara, Nebraska: Niobrara Tribune, June

1956. Photograph, page 49 of original centennial ook snows
the church painted with contrasting paints, date unknown.

Rnox County Pictorial Atlas, 1960, publisher unknown.
Picture of church with placque above the front door.
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3ikcliographv:
3. Primarv and unopublished sources:

Jeed Books, Registar of Deads, Center, XZnox Jounty,
Nebrasika.

Interviaws:

Telepnone interwview, August 11, 1977, Hauser Glass
Studios, (507-457-3500), Winowa, Minnesota, contract for
work on church in 1960s. Learned it was orobaoly repair
work and windows z2ppear o e original.

Clyde Conklin, July 12, 1977, born in Nicorara 1898 and
memper of congregation, information on alterations.

Cor resporderce:

Mrs. Jean Koster, August 7, 1977, Norfolk, MNebraska.
Born in Nicbrara and member of congregation, information
on general setting.

The Fpiscopal Church, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, Mrs. Ken
Olson, transcription of passages located in the old
record books helid in the South Dakota Diccesa of
Nebraska, Volume 7, the Reverend Canon Whitmarsh, Editor,
Episcopal Rooms, Cmaha, Neoraska. Dates are June 15,
1895 and October 27, 1895.

b. Secondary and published sources:
Niobrara Bicentennial Committee. Niobrara Centennial

1856-1956 (updated 1976). Niobrara, Neoraska: Verdigre
anler 1976.

Hiobrara 2icneer. Yewspaver articles, July 12, 1395, July
26, 1895, Novemper 1, 1895, July 24, 1903.

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A. Generazl Statement:

L.

Architectural character: Tyoical of manv eccesiastical
structures builib in the newly settled areas of the Midwest,
the church has a simple gable roof, basic rectangular plan
arnd Gothic interior 2lements. A more elaborate exterior
detailing is seen with the use of patterned imbricatead
shingles at the second and third stages of the bell tower and
on the gable ends suggyesting shingle style influences.
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Condition of Zabric: The church 1s in good condition.

Description of Ixterior:

1.

Over-all dimensions: The T-shaped church measures 24' x 64
with a nave, 24’ x 48' and a sacristy, 16' x 37'. The front
»F The church has two sayvs, while the side and rear walls
have five and four bays respectively. The church is a
one-story structure with a half basement.

foundations: The church sits on stone and cement Joundation.

Wall construction, finish and color: The lower portion of
the church is covered with white painted clapboarding
approximately six inches in width. The upper portion (gable
and tower areas) has decorative imbricated wood shingles.

Structural system, framing: Wood frame congtruction supports
the church.

Chimneys: A newer orick chimey is found at the center of
the =ast gable and projects approximately three feet above
the peak of the roof.

Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: The front (west) elevation has
arched double doors. Each door has four panels with
surrounding moldings. The doorway i1s surrounded by a
gix~inch unadorned border with a narrow arched strip as a
final decorative trim. Single doors on the north and
east sides of the church are also four-panel doors, and
are the only exterior openings with a square treatment.

0. Windows: A triple arched stained 3lass window and large
two foot occulus, centered in the gable, dominate the
front facade (oculus no lorger has glazing; sossibly and
most likely, stained glass originally).

Four evenly spaced, single arched stained glass windows
run alorg the north and south elevations; five single
arched clear paned windows light the sacristy: two nacrow
arched stained glass windows light the small vestibule.
All windows have similar decorative treatment: slightly
inset, heavy unaderned arched moldings with thin drip
molding trim surrounds, simple sills. Louvered openings
on the bell tower are slightly more elaiorate. These
openings are flanked by attached wooden pilasters and
based with a simple carved scroll design.
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3.. Snape, coverirg: The simple wood shingled, Zlared gapie
roof intersects the flared nipped roof of the rear
sacristy area.

p. Cornice and =aves: A gradual flars of the roof ands
creates an saves axta2nsion of approximately 3iX Lo twelve
irches. 2an unadorned eaves boards runs pelow the eaves.

c. Bell tower, roof ornament: A three-stage bell tower in
winich the front entrance (s noused sets off diagonally
from the northwest corner of the building. Decorative
imbricated shingling, used on the second and third
(conical roof) stages as well as on the gable ends,
visually distinguishes an upper and lower division of the
building. The first and second stage of the tower is
defined by the shingling detail and slignt flare at the
base of the secord stage. The third stage (the roof of
the tower) has a more dramatic flare extending severely
from a steep conical spire to create an approximate
twelve inch overhang. A sturdy wooden latin cross with
trefoil ends stands on a metal flashing base at the peak
of the gpire.

An interesting detail of note is a carved wood ornamental
block approximately eight inches high, standing on the
north side of the rear hipped roof at the joining of the
three planes. This peculiar detail has carwved corners in
a somewhat gothic fashion, a simple cross and side
notches. No evidence of a matching ornament could be
found on the opposite end.

C. Description of Exterior:

1.

Floor plan: A small vestibule leads into an approximately
24' x 48' worship area with an elevated altar at the east end
of the room. To the left of the altar is a narrow hallway
providing access to the sacristy, 16' xz 35'. A door in the
southwest corner opens onto a staircase leading down to a
half basement. Rear exit doors are on the northwest and east
sides of the sacristy.

Stairways: A stairway of dimensional lumber is off the
sacristy, providing access to the basement.
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Flooring: 3ix-~inen hardwood IZlooring is found =nroughout.
The flcor 1s Dresently coversa wltn fUsST anc Zeidge, 7ine
cattern, wall-to-wall carpeting in the main area. 1t appears
rhe zacristy 2050 nad carpeting out it has since zeen femoved
{as 2 result oL salvage 2iforts).

Wall and ceiling finish: The wall and ceiling cover
througnout the church is of painted plaster walls confrasted
oy dark stained and varnished wocdwork details. Beaded
tongue-and-grcoove walnscoting ard ceiling cover is found in
all three rooms (vestibule, worship room and sacristy).

Dark stained gothic-like paneis stand aporoximately 7-8' high
and 3' from the wwo side walls creating a more focused
sarctuary space. These panels also serve to Create the
narrow access hallway to the sarnctuary on the left as well as
the right (although access is only through the sacristy).

The panels are composed of long narrow projected arches
approximately eight inches apart. A heavy drip molding above
is capred with a pointed arch battlement-like ornament.

The hipped sacristy ceiling is covered with tongue-and-groove
woodwork creating an almost hood effect. A dividing arch
extending approximately one feet from the ceiling and
slightly off center running east and west is braced just
below the roofline with carved wooden brackets, a wooden
keystone detail completes the arch. The arch is located at
the point of the earlier addition to the sacristy.

Doorways and doors: Swinging double doors lead from the
vestibule to the nave. The interior side of each door is
covered with felt for acoustical purposes.

Decorative features and trim: The most outstanding
decorative features in the church are the arched stained
glass windows with fixed uprer wenes and operabls lower 3ash
panes. Only cwo dirferent pattzsrns are used with one varying
patterned window found in the center of the triple arched
window on the front facade. The lower operable portions of
the windows have all been removed and the pattern is unknown
at this time. The fixed panes are divided into two sections
with generally a diamond pattern below and a floral pattern
above. The windows are inset and surrounded by dark weodwork
pieces provide a notable decorative element surrounding the
stained glazing.
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A amall ocak petal oumped organ with simple Jecorative Zloral
"carvings stands fo the right of the altar. This organ was
nade oy Reason and Hamlin.

A simpie latin Cross harngs in the =ast wall over cthe aitar.
The altar itself is solid ocak inscribed with latin syvmbols in
simple paneling.

A bronze plaque over the doorway in the vestibule is
inscribed as follows:

5T. PAUL'S RECTORY
THIS BUILDING IS GIVEN TO THE
DICCESE OF NEBRASKA
FOR THE USE OF THE RECIOR CF
ST. PARIL'S PARISH, NICBRARA
BY MARY GERTRUDE EDSCN AIDRICH
IN MEMORY OF THE SISTERS AND
BRCTHER OF HER MOTHER
MARGARET BONESTEEL EDSON
MARY G. PERRY, KATE B, CONKLIN
FANNY A. BONESTEEL AND HENRY E. BONESTEEL
1918

This plaque was in the rectory donated by the Bonesteel
family. The building was torn down in the late 1970s and the
plague was transferred to the church at this time

A varnished wood corner cupboard stands in the southwest
corner in the sacristy area. The top of the cupboard has a
battlement detail which ornaments the mentioned altar panels.

A bell is said to be still in the tower, but 1t is not
accessible. '

Mechanical squipment:

a. Heating: Coal or wood purning furnace provide hot air
heat, which is circulated through floor registers.

0. Lighting: The church has eight modern suspended
incandescent fixtures. Numerous old gaslight fixture
hookups still remain.
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Ganeral setting and orientation: The church sics on a Zifty
Locot corner lot with the front entrance orientsd toward th
southeast corner of Fourth Avenue and Maple Streec.

Cuthuildings: & rectory o the south of the church on Fourth
Avenue was torn down in the late 1970s. An cuthouse once
stood in the southeast corner of the vard.

Prepared ov: Perry Benson

Architect

Historic American Buildings
Survey

Surmmer 1977

and

Kathryn Burns

Historian

Historic American Buildings
Survey

Summer 1977
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PART I1X. 2ROCJECT INFORMATION

The Nicbrara project was undertaken by the Historic American Buildings
Survey (HABS) in co-operation with the citizens of the Village of
Niobrara. The project was funded oy the U.5. Army Corps of Engineers,
Omaha District, in compliance with Executive Order 11593 ss a mitigative
effort in the construction of the Gavins Point Dam and Lewis and Clark
Lake. Under the direction of Jonn Poppeliers, chief of HABS, the project
was completed in the HABS Field C£fice in Niobrara, Nebraska during the
sammer of 1977 by project supervisor Perry 3Benson (University of
Pennsylvania), project historian Xathryn A. Burns (George Washington
University), team foreman Larry Jones (Texas Tech University) and student
architects Peter Darlow (McGill University), Lisa Becker (Notre Dame
University) and Darl Rastorfer (University of Pennsylvania). The written
historical and architectural data was prepared by Kathryn Burns, and
edited by Susan McCown, a historian in the HABS office in August 1979.
Two axXterior photos were taken by Sam Amato in the fall of 1977.



